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Spread, Sweep, Save

Regina Kenney Chicago

here are many liquid substances
used in MRO facilities that can

spill on the floor and become a
danger to workers and the environ-
ment. If not cleaned up and disposed
of properly these substances also can
lead to environmental polluting down
the line as well creating immediate
work hazards. Cleaning spills can
take time and produce a lot of harm-
ful waste due to the caustic nature of
some aviation substances.

The most common cleanup material
used in MRO today is a type of crushed
clay that is spread on a spill to absorb
the liquid waste. After this material
has been distributed over the affected
area and allowed time to absorb, the
spent clay is then disposed of. This ma-
terial, although effective, can produce
dust, another potential compromiser
of workers’ health, in the facility.

An alternative product to this tradi-
tional type of cleaning material been
gaining popularity in the MRO market.
It is reusable, cuts down on waste pro-
duced, and uses less water and liquid
cleaners. Sorbent Green, a company
that creates and manufactures bio-
based products, has created an all-
natural, multipurpose, reusable
absorbent called Greensorb.

Greensorb is a completely dif-
ferent material from the tradition-
al crushed clay. Crushed clay is a
dusty material that includes par-
ticles of many different shapes—
some of which are not absorbent.
Greensorb, on the other hand, consists
of a porous ceramic particle with 30%
more surface area than crushed clay.
The material also has a gritty texture,
which causes better traction on floors
while it is absorbing and encapsulating
the spill.

Workplace safety features not only
include less-slippery floors but also
the ability to stand up while using the
product; workers can touch the prod-
uct post-cleanup without having to
deal with caustic fluids on their hands.
A slip-free and residue-free floor is the
result immediately after cleanup.

Greensorb is applied the same way
as crushed clay; a generous amount is
applied to the liquid spill, it is absorbed,

and then the residue is swept up. The
major difference is that crushed clay
would have to be thrown out after us-
age; Greensorb is reusable. The sandy
color of Greensorb changes to a dark
coffee brown hue as it absorbs liquid.

Greensorb is able to clean up many
different aviation fuels and oils.
Mixing it on a spill can change
hazmat liquids into dry solid waste.
It can be used in inside and outdoor
environments.

After cleaning a spill, light brown
particles within the mix that have not
changed color can be observed. This
means the product can still absorb
other spills. Workers can sweep up

Crushed clay, a common cleanup
material in MRO facilities, consists
of different-shaped particles and
has a one-time use. Greensorb
(left) consists of porous ceramic
particles with 30% more surface
than crushed clay—and it can be
reused until the product becomes
dark brown in hue.

the Greensorb material and place
in a container for further use. The
product does not need to be dis-
posed of until it displays a dark
brown color throughout. Its ca-
pacity for multiple cleaning ses-
sions yields a lower cost per use
and mitigates waste.
Greensorb absorbs many dif-
ferent types of aviation liquids
including fuels—Jet-A, JP-8 and
skydrol amnong them—acids (except
hydrofluoric acid), solvents, grease
and paint. The product can be used in
wet or dry conditions, inside and out-
side. It is non-leaching and provides
more than 99% retention (Toxicity
Characteristic Leaching Procedure
[TCLP] tested to Environmental Pro-
tection Agency guidelines), according
to the company. Hazmat liquids can
be transformed to a dry solid waste
and flammability and ignitability are
greatly reduced. Greensorb is accept-
ed by the U.S. Occupational Safety
and Health Administration, Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Department
of Energy. @
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